


OVERVIEW
GreenUP and The Centre for Active Transportation (TCAT) are working together on the 
NeighbourPLAN project. NeighbourPLAN is a program affiliated with the Active Neighbourhoods 
Canada partnership, which uses a collaborative process, known as co-design, to support people 
in reimagining public spaces. Talwood is the third and final Peterborough neighbourhood 
participating in NeighbourPLAN. Learn about the process below!

PHASE 1: PORTRAIT (Summer 2019-Winter 2020)
Understand how residents use public space and  
identify local needs and interests.

PHASE 2: VISION (Spring 2020)
Identify key design priorities based on the portrait,  
and explore how they could be applied.

PHASE 3: PLAN (Spring & Summer 2020)
Support residents in advancing their ideas and  
meaningfully engaging in formal processes.

This Portrait of the Talwood neighbourhood highlights some of the unique assets of the area, 
as well as some of the areas of concern identified by residents. It is a guiding document to 
support phases 2 and 3 of the project.



WELCOME TO TALWOOD!
The Talwood neighbourhood is located southwest of downtown Nogojiwanong/ Peterborough,  
on Treaty 20 territory in the traditional territory of the Michi Saagiig Nishnaabeg.

Talwood is home to many seniors, with fewer children and youth than the city-wide average. Many 
residents of the neighbourhood are also lower-income, and food security and access to affordable  
and reliable transit and transportation options are key issues of importance to residents. 

Talwood is a unique neighbourhood in Peterborough — it is one of the most dense residential 
communities in the city, with nearly 90% of residents living in apartment buildings. Most people 
in Talwood rent their homes, and personal outdoor space is limited. This makes vibrant public 
spaces especially important to residents. People love the informal trail network along the 
Parkway Corridor, their proximity to two lively community gardens, Nevin Park, and the splash 
pad and sports fields at the Kinsmen Civic Centre. However, people have noted that there is a 
need to enhance the accessibility, vibrancy, and safety of these outdoor spaces, and to work  
with landlords to enhance the outdoor spaces surrounding the apartment towers. 

This portrait illustrates the assets and infrastructure gaps in the area. It has been developed with 
information gathered through engagement with over 300 residents at community gatherings,  
pop-up map chats, exploratory walks, resident committee meetings, door-to-door surveys, and more.



HISTORY TIMELINE

1973 Plans are developed for the subdivision of Greenhill and Nevin.

2005 Kingswood Community Centre closes.

2019 Clonsilla Ave. and a section of Sherbrooke St. (to White�eld Dr.) are 
 designated as a Major Mixed Use Corridor in the Draft Of�cial Plan. 

1972-1985   The Talwood Towers are built.

2016-2017   Community Gardens established on White�eld Dr. and behind 1001 Talwood Dr.  

1971 Land is set aside for the Parkway Corridor. 

1963 The Talwood area is annexed by the City of Peterborough.

1961 The �rst of�cial proposal for the Parkway Corridor is developed. 

1923 The Williams Treaties are signed.

1905 Peterborough is incorporated as a city. 
 Talwood is part of the Township of North Monaghan.

1876 The �rst surveys of the Talwood area take place

1818 Treaty 20 signed

1819    Peterborough is established as Scott’s Plains



Great location
Close to stores, services, and transit

Excellent green space
Trails, parks, creek, and wildlife habitat

Community Gardens
at White�eld Dr. and 1001 Talwood Dr. 
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neighbourhood

Good neighbours, 
good friends
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PLACES THAT I…

  Live

  Play & Gather

  Shop

  Work

  Feel Proud of

  Feel Afraid of

  See Opportunities!



#1 Parkway Corridor green space 
The informal trail network along the Parkway 
Corridor is a much loved area. The trails are 
used for recreation and for transportation, 
and people love the tree canopy and wildlife. 
Residents have suggested improvements, such 
as lighting, accessibility upgrades, and better 
maintenance. Some people fear loss of this 
greenspace. They express that the greenspace  
is essential and should be protected.

#2 Clonsilla Ave. & Goodfellow Rd.
Many residents are concerned about safety 
at this intersection. It has been the most 
commonly raised area of concern in the 
neighbourhood. It is a key crossing for children 
from Keith Whightman PS and St. Alphonsus 
CES, and parents and children would like to 
see better crossing infrastructure and improved 
sidewalks on the west side of Goodfellow Rd.

#3 Talwood Variety
Having a convenience store amongst the towers 
makes it easy for residents to pick up last minute 
essentials and snacks close to home!

#4 Goodfellow Rd. & Talwood Dr.
Residents would love to see a pedestrian 
crossing at this location. Families want to cross 
safely to get to the Kinsmen Civic Centre, or 
to better access transit. Currently, there are 
no signalized crossings along Goodfellow Rd. 
between Sherbrooke St. and Clonsilla Ave., 
which is a 580m stretch. This cuts the towers off 
from key amenities and affects students walking 
route to school. Drivers also note poor sightlines.

#5 Nevin Park
People appreciate having Nevin Park nearby. 
Some suggestions for the park include more 
seating and new equipment like exercise 
machines and picnic tables. Some residents 
wonder why there is a park in the Whitefield 
area, which has a smaller population, but no 
park closer to the towers.

#6 Whitefield Dr. & Talwood Dr.
This intersection has a very wide curve, and the 
stop sign is set back. Residents have noticed 
that a lot of people make rolling stops, and that 
there is a need to tighten the intersection. 

HOT SPOTS



HOT SPOTS

#7 Goodfellow Rd. & Sherbrooke St.
People have noted that the traffic lights are 
not timed well for pedestrians and that the 
pedestrian crossing button malfunctions.  
Older adults and people with mobility 
limitations comment that they do not have 
enough time to get across Sherbrooke St.

#8 Talwood Dr. & Talwood Court
People report that vehicles speed along Talwood 
Dr. and Talwood Court. People would like traffic 
calming measures and monitoring. Other 
comments include need for better snow removal 
and space for quick pick-ups and drop-offs.

#9 Byersville Creek
Byersville Creek is a natural asset in the 
community, and it provides crucial habitat for 
wildlife. Residents feel the litter in the creek 
contributes to flooding issues and a creek clean-
up is needed. They are unclear about who is  
responsible for stewardship of the creek.

#10 Open green space behind the 
Talwood Towers (Northwest field) 
People want to transform this open field 
into a park, and have suggested picnic  
areas, community gardens, play equipment, 
and lighting. The land is privately owned,  
but residents are eager to help landlords 
steward the land.

#11 Whitefield & Talwood 
Community Gardens
People love having two active community 
gardens in the neighbourhood. We have heard 
much positive feedback about the gardens. 
Some residents are keen to explore additional 
gardens for the other Talwood Tower buildings. 



GETTING TO KNOW YOUR NEIGHBOURS

PEOPLE & DEMOGRAPHICS 

81,032
City of 
Peterborough
RESIDENTS1771

Talwood
RESIDENTS

20-39 YEARS 
Young Adults

TW

PTBO

27%

26%
40-64 YEARS 
Adults

TW

PTBO

30%

32%

65+ YEARS 
Seniors

TW

PTBO
30%

22%

0-19 YEARS 
Children & Youth

TW

PTBO
13%

20%

Talwood is home to many older adults, and has relatively 
fewer children and youth than the city of Peterborough 
as a whole. Compared to the city as a whole, Talwood is 
also home to a higher percentage of Aboriginal-identifying 
people, visible minorities, and immigrants. 



Single 
Detached 

Home

5+ Storey 
Apartment

Under 5 
Storey

Apartment

Row Houses, 
Semi-Detached 
and Duplexes

TW 10.7%

CITY of 
PTBO 58%7.2% 16.9% 17.9%

57% 31.1% 1.5%

TW
20% OWN
86% RENT

PTBO
62.1% OWN
37.9% RENT

TW has low rates of home ownership
compared to the Peterborough average

HOUSING
One of the defining features of the Talwood neighbourhood is the presence of high-
density apartment housing. Most residents in Talwood live in an apartment building 
of some type, and the population density in Talwood is nearly seven times higher 
than the city-wide average.



INCOME & EMPLOYMENT

TW
$47,501

PTBO
$73,774

    AVERAGE
 INCOME
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35%
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20%
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$39K

$20K- 
$29K
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$19K

>$10K$0
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Talwood is a relatively low-income community, with many residents experiencing poverty, 
underemployment, and unemployment. The average income in Talwood is around 
$26,000 less than Peterborough-wide average household income. In Talwood,  
33.4% of households are low income, based on the Low income  
Measure (after tax), versus 18.6% city-wide.
(Source for all is 2016 Census)



GETTING AROUND YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD

Walkscore.com gives the Talwood neighbourhood a score of 41, meaning that is it less 
convenient to walk or bike for regular errands. Despite this, many people walk and take transit. 
How can the pedestrian experience be improved?

TRAVEL & TRAFFIC

TW PTBO
 Breakdown of commutes by travel mode:

DRIVE CARPOOL
PASSENGER

TRANSIT CYCLING WALKING

51.2%

7.8%9.1% 5.6%

13.2%
2.2%1.7%

8.7%

24%

41score

in TW
47score

in PTBO

24.3%

in PTBO
47.9%

in TW

SUSTAINABLE
COMMUTES
(carpool, transit, AT)

Walkscores
(from www.walkscore.com)

74.6%



POPULAR ROUTES
This road safety map was developed through engagement with the community. The map 
identifies routes that people commonly take, and how safe and comfortable they feel while 
travelling on those roads.
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487

Bus Routes

52

Average DAILY
Cyclist Volumes

Average DAILY
Pedestrian Volumes
(at intersections)

70

22

56

41

32

256

545

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION & TRANSIT
The neighbourhood is served by two regular transit routes plus the Community Bus. There 
are moderately high volumes of pedestrians traveling to and from the neighbourhood. 
The area has fewer cyclists than other areas of Peterborough, however there is also no 
dedicated cycling infrastructure in the neighbourhood.



DID YOU KNOW?
The Kingswood Community Centre was built around 
1975, and it was originally privately owned as an 
amenity for residents of the towers. The City bought it 
in 1986 and operated it as a public community centre 
with a pool until 2005, when it closed. 

Jack McGee’s Auto was one of the first businesses in 
the area, and it has operated continuously on the same 
site since the early 1960s.

Much of the greenspace in this neighbourhood 
is either privately owned by the Talwood Towers 
property owners, or has been set aside by the City for 
potential extension of the Parkway. The commonly 
used pedestrian trails, running from Clonsilla Ave. and 
the Parkway to the Kinsmen Civic Centre, are zoned as 
public service, and are being reserved for a potential 
road extension.  

The creek that flows through the neighbourhood is 
called Byersville Creek. It runs through an undeveloped 
forested park south of Afton Rd., which is owned by 
Otonabee Conservation. 



Informal trails 
(not accessible)

SHERBROOKE ST. SHERBROOKE ST. 

CLO
NSILL

A AVE.

CLO
NSILL

A AVE.

G
O

O
D

FE
LL

O
W

 R
D

.
G

O
O

D
FE

LL
O

W
 R

D
.

TALWOOD DR.

TALWOOD DR.

W
H

IT
EF

IE
LD

 D
R.

W
H

IT
EF

IE
LD

 D
R.

Signalized Crossing

Areas of Concern

Bench or Bus Shelter

Inaccessible Corner
(missing curb cut)

Crack or Obstruction
of Sidewalk

No Sidewalk

AREAS OF CONCERN
Areas highlighted in yellow have a particularly high presence of missing, damaged,  
or unsafe infrastructure.



HIGH RESIDENTIAL DENSITY, CLOSE TO KEY AMENITIES

Groceries

• *FreshCo
• *Foodland

Shopping & Restaurants

• Talwood Variety
• *Walmart
• *Winners & Homesense Plaza
• Circle K
• China Chef
• Little Caesars

Parks and Public Services 

• Kinsmen Civic Centre: Arena, splash pads, and 
sports fields 

• Nevin Park
• Parkway Corridor informal trails

Transportation

• Peterborough Transit routes 5 (Charlotte), 6 
(Kawartha), and the Community Bus

Arts and Entertainment

• Kawartha Potters Guild
• Delta Bingo
• Kawartha Golf and Country Club

Services

• Lifelabs Medical Lab Services
• Westmount Pharmacy
• *Peterborough Regional Health Centre
• *Peterborough Clinic

KEY DESTINATIONS within a 10 minute walk of 1001 Talwood 
(Note, items with a * are further than a 10 min walk away, but are important destinations)

DENSITY 
FACT! 

At 8,414 people(ppl)/km2, 
Talwood is 7x denser than 
the city-wide average of  

1,261 ppl/km2.  For 
comparison, Toronto is 
4,149 ppl/km2 and Paris 

is 20,300 ppl/km2.
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WHITEFIELD DR. & TALWOOD DR.

TALWOOD DR.

PARKWAY CORRIDOR

GOODFELLOW RD. & TALWOOD DR.

  Institutional/Public

  Commercial

  Residential

  Open Space/Park

Land Use Types:



WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Call Laura: 705-745-3238 extension 206 
Email: laura.keresztesi@greenup.on.ca

greenup.on.ca/NeighbourPLAN 

A big thank you to all the residents who have contributed to this process, and also to  
The City of Peterborough, Trent University, Peterborough Public Health and  

the Public Health Agency of Canada for their contributions. 

a project of


